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PUBLIS H E * 
Po the READER. 


. I 4oing been allowed the 2 
55 5 3 x 8 = of Peruſing the follou- 
ing Paper at my own Lodging; | 
DEED / Of / found my felf ſtrongly temp- 
Ted, by the Strangeneſs of the” 
things mention'd in it, to venture to Re- 
coſe it: The knowledge I had of the Au- 
or's Juclination to Gratifie the Vir- 
uoſi, forbidding me to deſpair of his 
; ardon, if the y diſpoſition prevail d 
ith me, to 72 the Curious Partakers | 
ith me of ſo Surprifing a Piece of Phi. 
_— "ab though it ſu 155 


* ciently: 


ß ide READER. 
ciently appear d, that the inſuing Con. 
ference was but a Continuation of 4 
larger Diſcourſe; yet confidering that 
this Part conſiſts chiefly, not to ſay only, 
A Narrative, which (if [ may ſo ſpeak) 
| ſtands upon its own Legs, without any 
| need of depending upon any thing that 
| was deliver'd before, I thought it was 
no great V enture, nor tncongruity, to let 
it come Abroad by it ſelf. And, I the 
lefs ſcrupled to make this Publication, 
becauſe I found that the Honourable 
Mr. Boyle confeſſes himſelf to be fully 
Satisfied of the Truth of ſo much 0 
' the Matter of Fact, as delivers the Phoe- 
| nomena of the Trial: The Truth whereo 
was farther confirm'd to me, by the Te: 
| timony, and particular Account, which 
| that moſt Learned and Experienc'd Phy- 
ſician, who was Ai tant to Pyrophilus 
in making the Experiment, and with 

whom 


h 


4 
Tt 


ed ( being now in London) gave me with 


f the Trial. And, where the Truth of | 
hig ſhall be once granted, there is lit- 
tle Cauſe to doubt, that the Novelty of 
the thing will ſufficiently indear the Re. 


lation; eſpecially to thoſe who are ſtu- 
dious of the higher Arcana in the Her- 


metic Philoſophy. For moſt of the Phœ- 


nomena here mention d will probably 
eem wholly new, not only to vulgar Chy- 
iſts, but alſo to the greater part of the 
more knowmeg Spagyriſts, and Natural 


Philoſophers themſeFves : None of the Or- 
thodox Authors, as far as [ can remem- 


ber, having taken Notice of ſuch an Anti- 


Elixir. And, though Pyrophilus's Scru-. 


pulofity (which makes him very un- 
willing to ſpeak the utmoſt of a thing) 


allows it to be a Deterioration into an 


Is the Re v7 
„. hom ] have the Honour to be acquain- | 
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his own Mouth, of all the Circumſtances | 


[mper- | 
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V To the READER. 


| truth, [think it was more Imba d than 
| ſo; for the part left of it (and kept for 


| got à fight of, Jookt more like a Mineral, 
| or Marchalite, then like any Imperfect 
{ Mettal: and therefore this Degradaldh 
| 7s not the ſame, but much greater than 
that which Lullius doth intimate in ſome 
places. Theſe Conſiderations make me 
| preſume it will eaſily be granted, That 
| the Effects of his Anti-Philoſophers Stone, 
\ as I[ think it may not unfitly be call d, 
will not only ſeem very ſtrange to Herme- 
tick, as well as other Philoſophers, but 
| may prove very Inſtructive to Specula- 


| pleaſe to acquaint them with that more 


; darkly in the Cloſe of his Diſcourſe. 
; : 


tive Wits ; eſpecially if Pyrophilus ſball 


| odd Phenomenon, which he Mentions 


iuimperfect Mettal onely; yet, to tell the ; 


| ſome farther Diſcoveries) which 1 once 


j 
. 
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AN 


HisTORICAL ACCOUNT 
OFF THE 


DEGRADATION | 
G O LA 


| = 
ANTI- ELIXIR. 


AJ FTER the whole Company 71 as it were by 
Common Conſent, continued filent for ſome 
time, which others ſpent in Reflections upon 
dhe Preceding” Conference, and Pyrophylus, in 
the Conſideration of what he was about to 
Deliver; this Virtuoſo at length ſtood up, and 

addreſſing himſelf to the reſt: © I hope, Gentlemen, ſayes 
* he, that what has been already Diſcourſed, has Inclin' d, if 
© Not Perſwaded you to Think, That the Exaltation, or 

| Change 


ſpolling Gold, was not only an uſeleſs Diſcovery, but a 


mate Experiments, not as they inrich Mens Purſes, but their 


8 Change of other Metals into Gold, is not a Thing abſolutely - 
«-:impoſhble; and, though I confeſs, I cannot remove alli 
« your Doubts and Objections, or my own, by being able 


do affirm to you, That I have with my own Hands made 
e a Projection, (as Chymi/ts are wont to call the ſudden Tranſ. WW <« 


„ mutation made by a ſmall Quantity of their admirable « 
« Elixir) yet I can confirm much of what hath been argued il « 
« for the Poſhbility of ſach a ſudden Change of a Metalline / 


„ Body, by a Way, which, I preſume, will ſurprize you: . 
„ For, to make it more credible, that other Metals are 


e capable of being graduated, or exalted into Gold by wayMW* 
« of Projection, I will relate to you, that by the like Way, 
«© Gold has been degraded, or imbaſed. 26 c 

The Novelty of this Preamble having much ſurpriſed the 
Auditory, at length, Simplicius, with a diſdainful Smile, told 
Pyrophilus : © That the Company would have much thanked 
« him if he could bave aſſured them, That he had ſeen ano- 
* ther Metal exalted into Gold; but, that to find a Way of 


* prejudicial Practice. 7 
Pyrophilus was going to make ſome Return to this Animad- 
ver/ion, when he was prevented by Ariſtander; who, turn- 
ing himſelf to Simplicius, told him, with a Countenance and 
Tone that argued ſome Diſpleaſure: If Pyrophilus had been 
% diſcourfing to a Company of Goldſmiths, or Merchants, 
your ſevere Reflection, upon what he ſaid, would have been 
% proper: But, you might well have forborn it, if you had 
* conſidered, as I ſuppoſe he did, that he was ſpeaking to an 
* Aſſembly of Philgſophers and Virtuo/;, who are wont to eſti- 


Brains; and think Knowledge eſpecially of uncommon 
* Things very defirable, even when it is not accompan 

* with any other Thing than the Light that till attends it, 
* and indears it, It hath been thought an uſeful Secret, by 


et Ga oo wie SHEEP . Wow 9s i WR 


a kind of Retrogradation to turn Tin and Lead into brit- 
«« tle Bodies, like the Ores of thoſe Metals. Andif I thought 
it proper, I could ſhew, that ſuch a change might be th ſe 
< in the Inveſtigation of the Nature of thoſe Metals, beſides 
the practical uſe that I know may be made of it. To find 
* the Nature of Wine, we are aſſiſted, not only by the me- 
« thods of obtaining from it a Spirit; but by the ways o 
« readily turning it into Vinegar: the knowledge of which 
«© ways hath not been deſpiſed by Chymiſts or Phyſitians, 
« and hath at Paris, and divers other places, ſet up a profi- 
table Trade. *Tis well known that divers eminent Spagy- 
« riſts have reckon'd amongſt their higheſt Arcana the ways 
« by which they pretended, (and I fear did but pretend) to 
Extract the Mercury of Gold, and conſequently deſtroy 
* that Metal; and *twere not hard to ſhew by particular in- 
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ld ſtances, that all the Experiments wherein Bodies are in 
d ſome reſpects deteriorated, are not without diſtinction to 
obe rejected or deſpis'd ; ſince in ſome of them, the Light 


they may afford may more than counter vail the Degrada- 
« tion of a ſmall quantity of matter, though it be Gold it 
« ſelf. And indeed, (continues he) if we will conſider 
things as Philoſophers, and look upon them as Nature 
* hath made them, not as Opinion hath diſguiſed them; the 
„ Prerogatives and uſefulneſs of Gold in compariſon of 
« other Metals, is nothing near ſo great as Alchymiſts and 
“ Uſurers imagine. For, as it is true, that Gold is more 


2 | | 
nM ponderous, and more fix'd, and perhaps more difficult to 
debe ſpoiled, than Iron; yet the qualities (whereof the 


* firſt makes it burthenſom, and the two others ſerve chiefly | 
but to diſtinguiſh the true from counterfeit) are ſo balan- | 
** ced by the hardneſs, ſtiffneſs, ſpringineſs, and other uſe- 
* ful qualities of Iron; that if thoſe two Metals I ſpeak of | 
(Gold and Iron) were equally plentiful in the World, it 
is ſcarce to be doubted, _— Men would 'prefer the | 

6 | | more 


—äũñ C —-— 


* wont to be 


more uſeful before che more ſplendid, confidering how 


* much worſe it were for Mankind to want Hatchets, and 
Knives and Swords, than Coin and Plate? Wheretore, 


* © (concludes he) I think Pyrophi/us ought to be both defi- 
red and incouraged to go on with his intended Diſcourſe, 
| © ſince whether Gold be or not be the Beſt of Metals; an aſſu- 


te rance that it may be degraded, may prove a Novelty very 


 * Inftructive, and perhaps more ſo than the Tranſmutation 
of a baſer Metal into a Nobler. For I remember jt hath 
long paſs'd for a Maxim among Chymical Philoſophers, 


“ That Facilius eff aurum conſtruere quam deftruere : And 
« whatever becomes of that, tis certain that Gold being 
« the cloſeſt, the conſtanteſt, and the leaſt deſtructible of 
« Metals, to be able to work a notable and almoſt Eſſential 


I « change. in ſuch a Body, (though, by detereoratinMit). is 


“ more than to work a like. change, (though in popular efti- 
mation for the better) in any Metal lets indiſpoſed to ad- 
mit alterations, eſpecially in ſuch an one as Pyrophilus inti- 
«« mates, by telling us, that *twas made by Hay of Projection, 
and conſequently by a very ſmall Proportion a active 
* matter; whereas the deſtructions that vulgar Chymiſts 
e pretend to make of Gold, are wont to be attempted to 
be ba made by conſiderable proportions of Corroſive Men- 
* /ruums, or other — Dakine; and even theſe, Expe- 
te rience ſhews to be uſually too weak to ruine, though ſome- 
time they may much diſguiſe the moſt Stable Texture of 
© Gold. Cuncta adeo miris illi complexibus harent. 


Psyropbilus perceiving by ſeveral figns that he needed not add 


any thing of Apologetical to what Arri/ander had already 
ſaid tor him, reſumed his Diſcourſe, byſaying, © I was go- 
ing, Gentlemen, when Simplicius diverted me, to tell you, 
© That poking upon the Vulgar Objections that have 5 
ram'd againſt the poſſibility of Metalline 


© Tranſmutations, from the Authority and Prejudices of 
1 4 Ariftctle, 


6 Arifttle, and the School-Philoſophers, as Arguments that | 
jn ſuch an Aſſembly as this need not now be ſolemnly: :| 
« diſcuſs'd ; I conſider that the diffreulties that really de- 


« ſerve to be calPd fo, and are of weight even with Mecha- 
ce nical Philoſophers, and Judicious Naturaliſts, are princi- | 
« pally theſe. Fiu, That the great change that muſt be 
« wrought by the Elixir, (if there be ſuch an Agent) is 

« effected upon Bodies of ſo {table and almoſt immutable a 
Nature as Metals. Next, That this great change is ſaid | 
« to be brought to pals in a very ſhort time. Aud thirdiy, 
« (which is yet more Rrange) That this great and ſuddain | 
« alteration is ſajd to be effected by a very ſmall, and per- 
e haps inconſiderable, proportion of the tranſmnting Po]. 

« der. To which three grand difficulties, I ſhall add ano- 
« ther that to me appears, and perhaps will ſeem to divers 

«* of the new Philoſophers, wortby to be lookt upon as a 
« fourth, namely, The notable change that muſt by a real 
e tranſmutation be made in the Specifick Gravity of the 
* matter wrought upon: which difficulty I therefore think 
* not unworthy to be added to the reſt, becauſe upon ſeve- 
ral tryals of my own and other men, I have found no 
« known quality of Gold, (as its colour, malleableneſs, fixi- | 
* ty, or the like) ſo difficult, if not fo impoſſible, to be in- 
e troduc'd into any other Metalline Matter, as the great 
«« Specifick Gravity that is peculiar'to Gold. So that, Gen- 
«« tlemen, {concludes Pyrophilus) if it can be made appear 
that Art has produc'd an Auti-Elixir, (if I may fo call it) or 
* Agent that is able in a very ſhort time, to work a very no- 


table, though. deteriorating, change upon a Metal; in 


proportion to which, its quantity is very inconfiderable 
** Hee not why it ſhould be thought impoſſible that Art may | 
*alfo make a true Elixir, or Powder capable of ſpeedily | 
«© Tranſmuting a great proportion of a baſer Metal into Si. | 
ver or Gold: eſpecially if it be conſidered, that thoſe | 

a | © that | 


rio 


19] | 
ce that treat of theſe Arcana, confeſs that *tis not every mat. 
| © ter which may be juſtly called the Philoſophers Stone, 
* that is able to tranſmute other Metals in vaſt quantities; 
e ſince ſeveral of theſe Writers, (and even Lully .himſfelf) 
% make differing orders or degrees of the Elixir, and ac- 
„ knowledge, that a Medicine or Tincture of the firſt or 
* loweſt order will not tranſmute above ten times its weight 
« of an inferior Metal. 8 „„ 
Pyrophilus having at this part of his Diſcourſe made a ſhort 
pawſe to take breath, Crattippus took occaſion from his ſi- 
1 ſay to him, I preſume, Pyrophilus, I ſhall be dif- 
„ ayowed by very few of theſe Gentlemen, if I tell you 
* that the company is impatient to hear the Narrative of 
« your Experiment, and that if it do ſo much as probably 
* make out the particulars you have been mentioning, you 


« will in likelyhood per/wade maſt of them, and will cer- 
« tainly obige them all. I ſhall therefore on their behalf 


as well as my own, ſollicite you to haſten to the Hiſtori- 

tc cal 1 of a Diſcourſe that is ſo like to gratifie our Cu- 

ILY. | Fu | | 

Ihe Company having by their unanimous filence, teſtified 

their approbation of what. Crattippus had ſaid; and appearing 
more than ordinarily attentive, .. 

As I was one day abroad, faith Pyrophilus,” to return vi- 
fits to my Friends, I was by a happy Providence (for it 
was beſide my firſt Intention) directed to make one to an 
| ingenious Foreigner, with whom a tew that I had received 
from him, had given me ſome little acquaintance. | 
| Whilſt this Gentleman and I were diſcourſing together 
of ſeveral matters, there came in to viſit him a ſtranger, 
whom I had but once ſeen before; and though that were 
in a promiſcuous company, yet he addreſſed himſelf to me 
in a way that quickly ſatisfied me of the greatneſs of his 
Civility ; which he ſoon after alſo did of that of his Curio: 


ſity. 
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ſity. For the Virtuoſo, in whoſe Lodgings we met, having 
WW (to gratifie me) put him upon the diſcourſe of his Voyages; 
WM the curious ftranger entertained us an hour or two with 
| pertinent and judicious Anſwers to the Queſtions I askt 
bim about places ſo remote, or ſo much within Land, that | 
had not met with any of our Englith Navigators or Tra- 
WW vellers that had penetrated ſo far as to viſit them. And be- 
cauſe I found by his diſcourſe that I was like to enjoy ſuch 
good company but a very little while, (ſince he told me 
chat he came the other day into Eugland but to diſpatch a 
buſineſs which he had already done as far as he could do it, 
after which he was with ſpeed to return, as (to my trouble) 
he did to his Patron that ſent him) I made the more haſte 
to propoſe ſuch Queſtions to him, as I moſt deſired to be 
ſatisfied about; and among other things, enquiring whe- 
ther in the Eaſtern parts he had travers'd, he had met with -| 
any Chymiſts; he anſwered me that he had; and that though 
they were /ewer, and more reſerved than ours, yet he did 
not find them all leſs 5#://u/, And on this occaſion, before | 
he left the Town to go aboard the Ship he was to over- 
take ; he in a very obliging way put into my hands at part- 
ing a little piece of Paper, folded up; which he ſaid con- 
tained all that he had left of a rarity he had received from 
an Eaſtern Virtuoſo, and which he intimated would give me 
occaſion both to Remember him, and to exerciſe my thoughts | 
in uncommon Speculations. \ ee eee 
The great delight I took in converſing with a Perſon that 
had travelled ſo far, and could give me ſo good an account 


er of what he had ſeen, made me ſo much reſent the being fo 
"I ſoon deprived of it, that though I judg'd fuch a Yertuoſo 
5 would not, as a great token of Lin kindneſs, have preſented 


me a trifle, yet the Preſent did but very imperfectly con- 
a 5 me for the loſs of ſo pleaſing and inſtructi ve a Conver- 
ation, 98 | 2821 
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Nevertheleſs, that I might comply with the curioſity he 
himſelf had excited in me, and know how much I was his 
t Debtor, I: reſolved to lee what it was he had given me, and 
try whether I could make it do what I thought he Haiti ma- 
ted, by the help of thoſe few hints rather than directions 
ho to uſe it, which the parting haſte he was in (or per- 
1 haps ſome other reaſon beſt known to himſelf) confin'd him 
to give me. But in regard that I could not but think the 
Experiment would one way or other prove Extraordinary, 
| I thought fit to take a Witneſs or two-and an Aſſiſtant in the 
| trying of it; and for that purpoſe made choice of an experi- 
enced Doctor of Phyſick, very well vers'd in the ſepara- 
m_ and copelling of Metals. _ | „ 
hough the Company (ſays Heliodorus) be ſo confident 
of your ſincerity and warineſs, that they would give cre- 
dit even to unlikely Experiments, upon your ſingle teſti- 
mony; yet we cannot but approye. your Jiſ:retion in taking 
an Aſſiſtant and a Witneſs, becauſe in nice and uncommon 
Experiments we can ſcarce uſe too much circumſpedction, 
if eſpecially when we have not the means of reiterating the 
| tryal : for in ſuch new, as well as difficult caſes, *tis eaſie 
even for a clear-ſighted Experimenter to over-look ſome 
important circumſtance, that a far leſs skiltul by-ſtander may 
Oo OG . 7 "Sp 
As I have ever judged, (faith Pyrophilus) that cautioul- 
neſs is a very requiſite qualification for him that would ſa- 
tisfaQorily make curious Experiments; ſo I thought fit to 
imploy a more than ordinary meaſure of it, in making a tryal, 
| whoſe event I imagined might prove odd enough. And 
therefore having ſeveral times obſeryed that ſome men are 


prepoſſeſſed, by having a particular ExpeQation rais'd in - 
them, and are inclined to think that they ds /ee that hap- 
pen which they think they fou/d ſee happen; I reſolved to 
obyiate this prejudication as much as innocently I oma 
an 
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and (without telling him any thing but the fruth, towhich NJ 
Philoſophy as well as Religion obliges us to be ſtrictly loy- 
al (I cold im but thus much of the truth, that I expected 
bat a ſmall proportion of a Powder preſented me by a Fo- 
eign Virtuoſo, would give a Brittleneſs to the moſt flexible 
and malleableof Metals, Goldit ſelf. Which change I per- 
eiv'd he judged ſo conſiderable and unlikely to be aflect. 
d, that he was greedy of ſeeing it ſeverely try'd. WHT 

Having thus prepared him not to look for all that I my 
elf Speed, I cautiouſly opened the Paper I lately men- 


ioned, but was both ſurprized and troubled, (as he alſo. 
vas) to find in it ſo very little Powder, that in ſtead of two. - 
liffering tryals that I deſigned to make with it; there ſeem'd 
ery ſmall hope left that it would ſerve for one, (and that 
put an imperfect one: neither.) For there was ſo very little 
Powder, that we could ſcarce ſee the colour of it, (ſave that 
5 far as I could judge it was of a darkiſh Red) and we 


hought it not only dangerous, but uſeleſs to attempt to 
veigh it, in regard we might eaſily loſe it by putting it in- 
o, and out of the Balance; and the Weights we had were 
ot ſmall enough for ſo deſpicable a quantity of matter; 
hich in words I eſtimated at an eighth part of a Grain; 
put my Aſſiſtant, (whoſe conjecture I confeſs my thoughts 
clin'd to prefer) would allow it to be at the moſt but a tenth. 
dart of a Grain. Wherefore ſeeing the utmoſt we could rea- 
onably hope to do with ſo very little Powder, was to make 
ne tryal with it, we weighed out in differing Balances two 
Drams of Gold that had been formerly Engliſh Coyn, and 

hat I cauſed by one that I uſually imploy to be cupel d 
vith a ſufficient quantity of Lead, and quarted, as they 
peak, with refin'd Silyer, and purg'd Aqua fortis, to be 
ure of the goodneſs. of the Gold: theſe two Drams I put 
nto a new Crucible, firſt carefully neaPd, and having 
rought them to fuſion by the meer action of the fire, with- 
| ; out 
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out the help of Borax, or any other Additament, (which 
courſe, though ſomewhat more laborious, than the moſt 
uſual we took to obviate ſcruples) I put into the well. 
melted Metal with my own hand the little parcel of Pow: 
der lately'mentioned, and continuing. the Veſſel in the fire 
for about a quarter of an hour, that the Powder might have 
time to defuſe it ſelf every way into the Metal, we poured 
out the well-melted Gold into another Crucible that I had 
brought with me, and that had been gradually heated be. 
fore to prevent cracking. But though from the firſt. fuſion 
of the Metal, to the pouring out, it had turn'd in the Cru- 
cible like ordinary Gold, ſave that once my Aſſiſtant told 
me he ſaw that for two or three moments it lookt almoſt 
like an Opale ; yet I was ſomewhat ſurpriz'd to find when 
the matter was grown cold, that hah it appear'd upon 
the Balance that we had not loſt any thing of the weight we 
put in, yet in ſtead of fine Gold, we "= p a lump of Metal 
of a dirty colour, and as it were overcaſt with a thin coat, 
i. almoſt like half vitriſied Litharge.; and ſomewhat to in. 
i creaſe the wonder, we perceived that there ſtuck to one 
fide of the Crucible a little Globule of Metal that lookt not 
at all yellowiſh, but like courſe Silver, and the bottom o 


the Crucible was overlaid with a vitrified ſubſtance, whereM 


of one part was of a tranſparent yellow, and the other of: 


deep brown, inclining to red; and in this vitrified ſubſtance 


F could plainly percieve ſticking at leaſt five or fix little 
| Globulesthatlookt more like impure Silver than pure Gold 
la tſhort, this /uf" lookt ſo little like rend, or fo much as 
ordinary, Gold, that though my Friend did much more than 
I marvel at this change, yet I confeſs I was ſurpriz'd at it 
my felt. For though in lome particulars it anſwered what! 
lookt for, yet in others, it was very differing from that 
which the Donor of the Powder had, as I thought, giver 


| me ground to expect. Whether the cauſe of my diſaph 
" | | pointment 
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ointment were that (as I formerly intimated) this Yirtuoſo's | 
ſte or defign made him leaye.me.in the dark; or whe- | 
her it were that finding my ſelf in want of ſuffici Ae 
ions, I happily, pitcht upon ſuch a. proportion of Mate- 

ials, and way of operating, as were proper to make a neu 
yy Ns hh the excellent Giver of the Powder had 

ot Deſign'd, or perhaps thought rt. 
al 7 ſhall not at all wonder, ſaith Cratippus, either at your | 
Friends amazement, gr at your ſurprize, if your, further 
on ryals did in any meaſure confirm what the aper fia! change 
What appeared in your Metal could not but incline you to 


4 ( Ate HY 
ou You will beſt judge of that (replies Pyropbilus) by the | 
Account I was going to give you of what, we. did with, our ; 

0 i 


ud Metal. Aud Firft, having rubb'd it upon ja, good | 
wil ouchfions,, when ye had, emis Hurd. a prare af | 
cad Silver, and a piece of -Coin'd Gold, we {manifeſtly | 
und that the mark left upon the Stone by our Maſs be- 
Veen the marks of the two other Metals, was: 10torioull : © 
"nore like the Touch of the Silver than, that. o "the Gold, 
ess, having knockt our little lum 05 % Hammer, it 
vas, (according to my; prediction) found brittle, and flew | 
re-Wnto ſeveral pieces. Thirdly, (which is more) even the in- 
fes of ad pieces lookt of a baſe dirty colour, like that | 
ct Braſs. or worſe, for the fragments had à far greater re- 
tlegemblance to Bell Metal, than either to Gold or to Silyer. 
laggro which we added this fourth, and more conſiderable, Ex- 
ag men ; that having carefully weigh'd out one dram of our ſtuft, 
alf reſerving the reſt for trials to be ſuggeſted by ſecond thaughts) 
| 
| | 


$' put it upan an excellent new and well-neal'd Coppel, 


: * 


tCich about half a dozen times its weight of Lead, we found, 
Fomewhat to our wonder, that though it turn'd very well 

enW:ke good Gold, Jet it. continued in the fire above an hour | 

nd an half, (which was twice as long as we expected) and yet || 
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almoſt to the very laſt the fumes pov, ques aſcended, whig 
ſufficiently argu'd the operation to have been well carrie 
on; and when at laſt it was quite ended, we found thi: 
Coppel very ſmooth and intire, but ting'd wick a fine py 
plith red, (which did ſomewhat ſurprize- us) and beſides 
the refined Gold, thete lay upon the cavity of the Coppel ſom 
dark-coloured recrements, which we concluded. to ba 
. proceeded from the deteriorated Metal, not from the Lea 

t when we came to put our Gold again into the Ballanee 
we found it to weigh only about ty bree Griims, and 
_ conſequently to have loft ſeven 3 which Yet we found to be 
fully made up by that little quantity of recrements that! 
have lately mentioned, whoſe Weight andFixity, compared 
with their unpromifing Colour, did not a little puzzle wi 
eſpecially becayſe we had not enough either of them, or if 
leiſure, to examine their nature. TO aH which tircumftani 
ces, I ſhall fubjoin this, that to prevent any feruples thai 
might ariſe touching the Gold we imploy'd, I cauſed a dra 
and a half that had been purpoſely reſerv'd out of the ſam 
portion with that which had been debaſed;T eauſetthis(Ifay 
| tobeih Tr apr es melted by it ſelf, and foun 
E *# 8 doubted not but I ſhould do) fine and well- colout 
r * 
I hope you will pardon my curioſity, faith f4fander tt 
the Gentleman that ſpoke laft, if I ask why you rake no nc 
tice of the effect of Aqua fortrs upon your imbaſed Metal! 
Your Queſtion, seplies Pyrophits, I confefs to be re: 
ſonable, and I am ſomewhat troubled that I can't anſwer i 
but by telling you that we had not at hand any Aqua Fortis 
| wedurft relie on; which yet I was the leſs troubled at, be 
cauſe heretofore ſome tryals purpoſely made had inform 
me, that in ſome metalline Mixtures the Gold, if it were muct 
predominant in quantity, may 1 another Metal ; (fot 
inſtance. Silver) from being diſſolved by that Megſfruun 
though not from being at all invaded by it. Then 


L 23 } 
There yet remain'd,. ſaith Heliodorus, one examen more 
of your odd. Metal, which, would have ſatisfied me, at leaſt 
Ws much as any of the reſt, of its having been notably im- 
bas'd: for if it were altered in its pci] t Gravity, that qua- 
ity I have always obſerv'd (as I lately perceiv'd you alſo 
Have done) to ſtick ſo cloſe to Gold, that it could not by 
In 2dditament ſo inconſiderable in point of bulk, be 8 0 
derably altered without a notable and almoſt eſſential 
change in the texture of the Metall. 

To this pertinent diſcourſe, Fyrephilus, with the reſpect 


of preſiding in that choice company, made this return: I owe 
ou, Sir, my humble thanks for calling upon me to give you 


Important a thing, that none of the other Phænomina of our 
Experiment ſeemꝭd to me todeſerve ſo much notice. Where- 
fore I ſhall now inform you, that having provided my ſelf 
ff all the requiſites to make Hydroſtatical Trials, (to which 
perhaps I am not altogether a ſtranger) I carefully weighed 

in water the ill. loołt Maſs, (before it was divided for the 
Wcoppelling of the above · mentioned dram) and found, to the 
great confirmation of my former wander and conjectures, 
that inſtead of weighing about nineteen times as much as 
Ja bulk of water, equal to it, its proportion to that liquor 


its /pecific Gravity was leſs by about ++ than it would if it 
had been pure Gold. 8 . 

At the recital of this notable circumſtance, ſuperadded to 
the reſt, the generality of the Company, and the Preſident 
ro, by looking and ſmiling upon one another, expreſs'd 


murmuring occafion'd by the various whiſpers tthat.paſs'd 
amongſt them, was a little over, Heliodorus addreſs' d himſelf 
to Pyrophilus, and told him, 4 need not, and therefore all 

C3 ; not 
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due to a perſon that ſo worthily ſuftain'd the dignity he had 


an account, I might have forgotten, and which is yet of ſo 


was but that of fifteen, and about two thirds to one: ſo that 


themſelves. to be as well delighted as ſurprix d; and after the 
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not, ſtay for an expreſs order from the Company to give yo 
their hearty thanks: for as the obl/iging Stranger did vero 
much gratifie you by the Preſent of his Yonder fu} Powder © 
ſo you have not a little gratified us by. ſo candid and parti! 
cular a Narrative of the effects of it; and I hope (continue 
he) that if you have not yet otherwiſe diſpos'd of that par 
of your deteriorated Gold that you did not coppel, you will” 

ſometime or other favour us with a ſight of it. 2-9 

I join in this requeſt, ſaid Cratippus, as ſoon as he per 
| ceived the Preſident had done ſpeaking, and to facilitatq a 
[| the grant of it, I ſhall not ſcruple to tell Pyropbilus he ma) 

be confident that the Degradation of his Gold will not d: 
preciate it amongſt Us: fince if it be allowable for Opinionſ® 
to ſtamp ſuch a b old Coins and Medals, that il 
the Judgment of good Antiquaries, a ruſty piece of Bra 
or Copper, with a half defaced Image or Inſcription on it, iP 
to be highlier valued than as big a piece of well-ſtamp# 
Gold ; I ſee not why it ſhould not be lawful for Philoſopher 
to prize ſuch a lump of depraved Gold as yours, before th 
fineſt Gold the Chymiſts or Mintmaſters are wont to affor 
us. And though I freely grant that ſome old Copper Medal 
are of good uſe in Hiſtory, to 9 alive by their Mn/criptio 1 
the memory of the taking of a Town, or the winning of 
Battel ; though theſe be but things that almoſt every day a 
ſome where or other done, yet I think Pyrophilus's imbas\ 
Metal is much to be preferr'd, as not only preſerving thi 
memory, but being an effett of ſuch a Victory of Art ovelif- 
Nature, and the conquering of ſuch generally believ'd in 
ſuperable difficulties, as no Story that I know of gives 
an example of. 


As ſoon as ever Cratippus had made a pauſe, Pyrophiln 
to prevent complimental difcourſe, did in a few words tei 
the Preſident, That his part had been but that of a Relatof* 
of matter of Fact, and that therefore he could deſerve bu 
BY | ini 
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detain you long; having for the main been already in 
timated in what you may remember I told 


of the ſame nature with it, may ſafely be admitted. For ou 


moſt homogeneous, and the leaſt mutable of Metals, may 


£16] 


The inference, ſaid Pyrophiles, I meant to make, will ng 


you | deſign'd | 
the mention I was about to make of the now-recited Expe 
riment. For without launching into difficult Speculations, o 
making uſe of diſputable Hypotheſes, itſeems evident enoug 
from the matter of Fact faithfully laid before you, that a 
Operation very near, if not altogether as ſtrange as 
Ik is call'd Projection, and in the difficulteſt points mud 


Experiment plainly ſhews that Gold, though confeſſedly th 


in a very ſhort time (perhaps not amounting to many mi 
nutes). exceedingly chang d, both as to malleableneſs, colour 
homogentety, and (which is our ſpecifick Gravity; fl 
all this by fo very inconfiderable a Portion of inje 
Powder, that ſince the Gold that was wrought on weighs 
two of our Engliſh drams, and conſequently an — an 
twenty grains, an eafie computation will aſſure us that t 
Medicine did thus powerfully act, according to my eſtimat 
(which was the modeſteſt) upon near a thouſand times, ( 
*twas above nine hundred and fifty) its weight of Gol 
and according to my Aſſiſtants eſtimate, did (as they ſpeai 
go near upon twelve hundred; fo that if it were fit to app 
to this Anti-Elixir, (as I formerly ventur'd to call it) wh 
is ſaid of the true Elixir by di vers of the Chymical Philo 
phers, who will have their virtue of their Stone increas'di 
ſuch a proportion, as that at firſt *twill tranſmute but 
times its weight; after the next rotation an hundred time 
and after the next to that a thouſand, our Powder m 
in their language be ſtil'd a Medicine of thethird order. 
The Computation, faith Aiſtander, is very obvious, bi 
the change of ſo great a Portion of Metal is fo wonder 
and unexampled, that I hope we ſhall among other thing 
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learn from it this Ieſſon, That we ought not to be ſo forward 
i as many men otherwiſe of great parts are wont to be, in pre- | 


ll ſcribing narrow limits to the power of Nature and Art, and 


dein condemning and deriding all thoſe that pretend to, or 


believe, uncommon things in Chymiſtry, as either Cheats or 


Credulous. And therefore I hope,. that though (at leaſt in 
my opinion) it be very allowable to call Fables, Fables, and 
to detect and expoſe the Impoſtures or Deceits of ignorant or 
vain-glorious' Pretenders to Chymical Myſteries, yet we ſhall 
not by too haſty and general cenſures of the ſober and dili- 


the genuine Sons of it, and divert th ſe that are indeed Poſ- 


elt at leaſt, of ſome of their highly inſtructive Rarities. 
[ wholly approve, ſaith Heliodorus riſing from his ſeat, the 
diſcreet and att motion made by Ari/tander. 


not (becauſe I muſt not do it) as yet acquainted you with 
he ſtrangeſt Effe& of our admirable Powder. P 


gent Indigators of the Arcana of Chymiſtry, blemiſh (as much 
as in us lies) that excellent Art itſelf, and thereby diſoblige 


| lelſors of noble Secrets, from vouchſafing to gratifie our Cu- 
riofity, as we1ce that one of them did Pyrophi/us's, with the 


And ] preſume, ſubjoins Pyrophilus, that it will not be the 
els lik'd, if L add, That I will allow the Company to be- 
ieve that, as extraordinary, as I perceive'moſt of you think 
the Phenomena of the lately recited, Experiment; yet I have 
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